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idea that the Reichswehr might throw a million or more
men against the Maginot Line in an attempt to break
through, underestimate the lack of respect for human
life of Hitler and his desperate Nazi gang.
Because most of these possibilities are hinted at in
Berlin, because the Nazi propaganda machine uses them
for diplomatic purposes, because they are, truly, propa-
ganda weapons, it does not follow that this propaganda
will not one day take on the form of stern reality.
Political prophecy is a hard business, and rarely brings
reward. Too many unpredictable things have happened
in the last year for anything to be said about the future
with certainty.
Without doubting the ultimate outcome of this struggle,
I cannot believe that victory will be achieved, that Hitler
will be forced to abdicate, that Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Austria, and the German people can be liberated without
some heavy blows falling.
I share with many military experts a respect for the
war machine which the Nazis have built up. Not even
the craziest optimist can really believe that four years
of war economy, a period when everything was sacri-
ficed for the benefit of rearmament in Germany, have not
produced an army and an air force worth something.
It will be brought into action. And it will be brought
into action all the sooner if the blockade proves effective,
if Hitler's diplomatic calculations prove wrong and if
the Allies cannot be tricked into a negotiated peace.
It will be brought into action in a way that will confirm
the worst estimates that Hitler's enemies make of his
ruthlessness and his complete disregard for humanity
and civilisation.
If he can, he will attack the. civil populations of Britain
and France in the same unrestricted way that he attach